Bowling Green Saxophone Studio
Newsletter Fall 2017-Spring 2018
From the desk of John Sampen,Spring in Bowling Green- Flowers are starting to bloom, coats are packed away, (and then retrieved for our late April snowstorm), and everyone is smiling. Our campus lives are continually renewed and refreshed.
Marilyn and I are completing our 41st year and we certainly are the College of Musical Arts “oldest” music faculty, especially with the retirement of Mark Bunce. We miss our former colleagues, but we also enjoy the energy of our new faculty. 
Like every university in American today, our BGSU budget is again threatened with monetary cuts but we are resourceful, and we are working through the many financial complexities. The saxophone studio remains strong with nearly 30 students and many special activities. We have recently formed a “Saxophone Club” which receives university funding to help sponsor guest artists and this year we enjoyed presentations by Jan Berry Baker, Rhonda Taylor, Joe Murphy, Battletrance, and the Transcontinental Saxophone Quartet.
A special thanks to Claire Salli (Saxophone Graduate Assistant) who has revived the Saxophone Sentinel tradition by designing this 2018 electronic version. Best wishes to all our terrific BGSU saxophone alumni. 
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· North American Saxophone Alliance Biennial Conference 2018 
[image: ]We had a terrific turnout of current and former students at the NASA Biennial Conference this month! Highlights include performances by current students, as shown below:



Nick Zoulek- Rushing Past Willow
Claire Salli- Masterclass with Dr. Kenneth Tse, Dahl Concerto
Caleb Burkhardt- Crepescular Light, Adam Kennaugh
Segetem Saxophone Quartet- energy flows nervously… in search of stillness, Marilyn Shrude (Soren Hamm, Claire Salli, Jonathan Kierspe, Piyaphon Asawakarnjanakit)
Snow Pond Saxophone Ensemble- Current studio members and Snow Pond alumni Claire Salli and Chris Murphy performed Marilyn Shrude’s Fantasmi with Dr. John Sampen and Dr. Gail Levinsky as soloists 
And alumni performances by:
Noa Even, Matt Younglove, James Umble, Rhonda Taylor, Jeffery Heisler, Scotty Stepp, Joel Diegert, Gavin Goodwin, Jeff Vickers, Bobbi Thompson, John Curamins, Alissa Kane, Erin Rogers, Jessica Maxfiled, Justin Massey, Chi Him Chik, Jacob Kopcienski



[image: ]
Current and former studio members with Branford Marsalis


[image: ]Students and alumni with Branford Marsalis

The North American Saxophone Alliance was founded in 1976 by Dr. Fred Hemke. Since then, there have been annual state, regional, and international conferences all dedicated to promoting the saxophone. These conferences allow students, teachers, and performers to come together and participate in competitions, masterclasses, recitals, and lectures. Dr. John Sampen is a past president of NASA and has been an honorary life member since 2012. 



· Transcontinental Saxophone Quartet masterclass and recital
[image: ]The Transcontinental Saxophone Quartet returned to BG this February for a masterclass and recital! The quartet, founded at BGSU in 1994, has toured across the world, released several albums, and won numerous awards. Current members include Carrie Koffman (Hartt School), with BGSU alumni Russell Peterson (’95), Marco Albonetti (’96), and Yiannis Miralis (’95). 
The Transcontinental masterclass participants included Sam Berry performing Dubois Le Lievre et la Tortue, Claire Salli performing the 3rd movement of the Dahl Concerto and (pictured below) the Aurora Quartet performing Eyes Creating Sunbirds by Guo Yuan.



[image: ]   	[image: ]
· Navy Band Saxophone Symposium (January 12-13th)
[image: ]
[image: ]                         [image: ] This past January many of our current and former studio members traveled to George Mason University to attend and perform at the Navy Band Saxophone Symposium! The 2-day event, hosted by the Navy Band, has taken place every January since 1978. Alumni David Babich, who has been a member of the Navy Band saxophone section since 2009 and ran a masterclass for the Segetem Saxophone Quartet (pictured below with Babich) which is comprised of current graduate students. The Aurora and Epsilon Quartet also performed in the College Recital Series and current DMA student Nick Zoulek presented a solo performance. Alumni saxophonists Dr. James Umble, Julia Kuhlman, Jacob Kopcienski, and Chi Him Chik also performed. 
Pictured above: Current and former students
Left: Epsilon Quartet
Right: Nick Zoulek
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· Masterclass with Dr. Jan Berry Baker In September Dr. Jan Berry Baker visited campus for a concert and masterclass! Soloists included Brianna Buck (Tomasi’s Concerto), Ian Semanovich (Dahl’s Concerto) and the Epsilon Quartet (Pierne’s Introduction and Variations). Dr. Baker later performed with her duo “Bent Frequency”, an ensemble dedicated to commissioning and performing new works for saxophone and percussion. 
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· Masterclass with Dr. Joe Murphy and Dr. Rhonda Taylor 
[image: ]				[image: ]Left: Studio with Dr. Joe Murphy
Right: Graduate student Soren Hamm played Tanada’s Mysterious Morning III for Dr. Taylor
Bottom right: Dr. Taylor performed a recital of her latest album

   [image: ]Other special BGSU guest alumni this year also included Dr. Joe Murphy and Dr. Rhonda Taylor who gave masterclass and recital performances. Dr. Murphy (BME ’82) teaches at Mansfield University in Pennsylvania. Dr. Taylor (MM ’00) teaches at New Mexico State University. Dr. Murphy is part of a saxophone/guitar duo, “Duo Montagnard” and Dr. Taylor has recently released a series of albums based on free improvisation.  

· Bowling Green New Music Festival (October 18th-21st)[image: ]

[image: ]  [image: ]	Last October, BGSU hosted the 37th annual New Music Festival. Featured composers were Sarah Kirkland Snider and Steven Mackey, the featured ensemble was Latitude 49, and Shara Nova was a featured soloist. Founded in 1980, this festival showcases contemporary music through concerts, panels, masterclasses, discussions, and papers. Many current and alumni members of the saxophone studio performed in a variety of performances! Pictures left to right: Select members of the BG saxophone studio performed an octet by Ao Xiang, DMA students performed a concert at the Clazel, Claire Salli and Chris Murphy after their duo performance of Asha Srinivasan’s Keerthanta. 






· Snow Pond Music Festival
[image: ]
[image: ]	Every June saxophonists from around the world come to attend the Frederick L Hemke Saxophone Institute at the Snow Pond Music Festival in Sidney, Maine. Founded by Professor Emeritus Dr. Fred Hemke, this “boot camp” is a 2 week long intensive study of solo and chamber music repertoire. The program provides students with private lessons, masterclasses, ensemble coaching’s, and recitals. The staff includes Dr. Fred Hemke. Dr. John Sampen, Dr. Gail Levinsky, Dr. Sean Hurlbert, and pianist Sharon Peterson. 
Pictures top to bottom: Students and faculty, Claire Salli with Dr. Hemke, Staff picture, Students and faculty again 

[image: ]   [image: ]
· Competitions:
Segetem Saxophone Quartet- Prizewinner Wayland Chamber Music Competition, Honorable Mention MTNA Ohio  
Fifth Reed Wind Quintet- Prizewinner Wayland Chamber Music Competition
Drew Hosler- Winner, BGSU Concerto Competition undergraduate division 
Ryan Hurd (BME ’14), OMEA Young Educator of the Year[image: ]

Gregory Ruffer (BME ’87), Accomplished Alumni AwardFreshmen studio members Sam Beery and Katherine Campbell practicing on the third floor.

 
· Upcoming events:
June 12th-26th Snow Pond Saxophone Institute (With  
BGSU students: Brenden Dolehanty, Nicole Grimone)
June 26th-30th Super Sax Camp
July 14th-18th World Sax Congress (With BGSU students:
Brianna Buck, Drew Hosler, Jonathan Kierspe, Claire 
Salli and Dr. Sampen, premiering a new work by
Marilyn Shrude)
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
Studio members with Drew Hosler and his “mute” after his Concerto Competition concert performance of the Walter May’s Saxophone Concerto 
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Studio Christmas party 2017
[image: ]
Saxophone class of 2002 playing softball
[image: ]
Current studio members at a bowling party


  		[image: ]
Drew Hosler, Emily McPherson, and Soren Hamm after a Praecepta concert
[image: ]
Fall 2017 Wind Symphony Saxophones 
[image: ]
Saxophone class of 2010 playing volleyball 
[image: ]
The Segetem Saxophone Quartet 
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