
FROM THE DESK OF JOHN SAMPEN

Spring in Bowling Green--normally a glorious time!  However, with Covid ravaging our country for over a year, we are all exhausted. Somehow, 
we have weathered the storm by "mastering" the virtual Zoom airwaves, so that our teaching and concert productions can continue, even on a 
reduced schedule.  And last fall, we found ways of conducting in-person lessons by constructing outdoor tents for rehearsal and teaching purposes.  
Now as spring arrives, we are heartened by the optimistic news of vaccine production and application which brings a renewed hope for our physical 
health and our artistic future.  

Marilyn and I are both well and completing 43 years of teaching at BGSU, where we are still going strong!  Of course, our travelling activities 
have been curtailed, but planning is underway for projects next year, including participation in the 2022 World Saxophone Congress in Japan.  
Special studio activities this year included a consortium commissioning project from Aaron Kernis, a world-class composer and Pultizer-Prize winner.  
And our "Saxophone Club" was proud to sponsor virtual guest visits with Tim McAllister (University of Michigan), Allison Balcetis (BG alumni from 
University of Alberta), Kurt Bertels (Brussels Conservatory), Debra Richtmeyer (University of Illinois), Arno Bornkamp (The Netherlands), and Steven Banks 
(Ithaca College).  

A special thanks to graduate student Lindsey Welp for publishing and distributing this special issue of the Saxophone Sentinel featuring a 
"Celebration from our Past."  And thanks also to DMA student Josh Heaney for managing Facebook and Twitter.     
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

Much has changed since we last wrote to you! The BGSU saxophone studio has had a lot of firsts in its long history, and now we can add another 
unique accomplishment to our list of accolades: a full year of online instruction. It has certainly been a challenge for teachers and students alike, 
but our studio has shown resiliency and determination to succeed in even the strangest of times. 

We have experienced online studio classes, zoom masterclasses, virtual audition days, and even virtual scale juries! There have been many a 
technological meltdown, many “can you unmute yourself?” said, and frustrations at the uniqueness of the situation. It has certainly been a learning 
curve for all involved, but now more than ever we are excited to get back to in person collaborations for (hopefully) the foreseeable future! 

As I prepare to graduate and leave BGSU this spring, I will especially remember our pumpkin carving parties, Christmas celebrations and caroling at 
Dr. Sampen’s home, 7am scale clubs, and cross-country travel to conferences with my fellow studio-mates. I know these are the memories that 
myself and all of us cherish from our time in Bowling Green. Hopefully this newsletter will remind you all of some of your favorite memories!

Please watch our Facebook page for updates and recorded performances from our saxophone students. From everyone at BGSU, we can’t wait 
to see you all in person soon!

-Lindsey Welp, 2nd year Master of Music



CELEBRATING OUR PAST: 
THE BGSU SAXOPHONE 

COLLECTIVE

Performing “Heater” (c.1985)

BG Class of 2018 and the 
Transcontinental Saxophone Qt



Premiere of FOUR 5 by 
John Cage at the 10th 

World Saxophone 
Congress in the Rossini 

Hall in Pesaro, Italy  (1992)

Performing saxophonists for the Cage plus Mark Bunce, 
Pete Ford, and the Sampen/Shrude family (1992)

Celebration of Cage’s 100th Birthday with 
the BGSU Alumni Sax Ensemble at the 16th

WSC in St. Andrews, Scotland (2012)

THE 
JOHN CAGE 

CONNECTION



12 Sopranos for Attahir’s
NOUVELLE SOUS ECSTASY
at the 2017 New Music 
Gathering Gathering at 
BGSU

9 tenor saxes for Burtner’s PORTALS OF 
DISTORTION at the 23rd NMF (2002)

100 Saxes for Sciarrino’s  LA BOCCA 
at the 32nd NMF (2011), including a 
flashmob at the Union

OUTRAGEOUS
SAXOPHONE
GROUPS



Caroling in 2006

Halloween 2007

SILENT NIGHT
during the 

2020 Pandemic

Earth 
Day 1989

HOLIDAYS



Courtyard Happening 1987

MUTATIONS with Christian Lauba in 1986

Nasa Regional 2013

“Fantasmi” in Italy 
2005

Isaac Mass in Florence 2011

SPECIAL 
MOMENTS



BGSU SAXOPHONE ALUMNI UPDATE
2021

Marco Albonetti (1984 MC; 1996 MM) has booked twenty solo engagements with string orchestras in Europe for the spring and summer of 2021.  
He also has released a new album titled "Romance del Diablo."  Marco teaches in Italy at the Trento Conservatory.   In spite of Covid, Jacob 
Braslawsce (2020 BM) has been enjoying his studies and coursework at DeMontfort in Great Britain.  Brianna Buck (2018 BM) completed her master's 
degree from Oklahoma State University, and she has been hired as Events Specialist for OSU where she runs all of the music events. She is a member of 
the Akōtu Saxophone Quartet which was in the finals for the Coltman Competition and they won 3rd Prize for MTNA .  Barry Hartz (1982 BM) has 
relocated to the University of Florida where he is an Assistant Professor of Music Education.   Kendra Heslip (2017 MM) is completing her music 
education degree in Edmonton and recently joined the Edmonton Saxophone Quartet.   Jeff Heisler (2006 MM; 2010 DMA) continues his teaching and 
performing from his home base at Oakland University.  Last year he spent a semester in Taiwan with his wife I-Chen Yeh and their two children.  He has 
recently released a two-volume book titled "The Wind Band Saxophonist.”   Zach Karpuszka (2017 BM) and Alissa Jacobs (BGSU nursing major & 
saxophonist 2017) are being married on October 23, 2021.   Jonathan Kierspe (2019 MM) continues his work as a doctoral student at Florida State 
University.  In addition,  he has been producing a popular saxophone podcast for the past two years and has recently joined the Green Vibes Project 
which focuses on creating and performing environmentally friendly music.  

Lori Moorehead Klatt (1984 BM) lives in Aurora, Illinois and works as a licensed acupuncturist and massage therapist.  She is married to John Klatt 
and they are both active in the greater Chicago area music scene.   Chris Murphy (2016 MM; 2020 DMA) finished his doctorate last fall and is now 
teaching at Maumee High School and the Gateway Middle School.  He is engaged to be married this spring to composer Mary Claire Miller.  Erin 
Rogers (2005 MM) continues her composing and performing activities in NYC where she has been particularly busy presenting virtual workshops and 
concerts with Hypercube and with the New Thread Quartet.   Beth Shirk (1986 MM) is working at the Krannert Arts Center for the Performing Arts at the 
University of Illinois in the area of information technology.  She lives with her husband (Scott Meyer) in Champaign, Illinois. Matt Shirey (2013 MM) and 
Devon Munro Shirey (2013 MM) are living in Rossford, OH with their three year old son.  Matt is teaching public school music in Rossford and Devon has 
a job with the Genoa Bank.   Chris Vollstadt (1993 BM) and wife Eileen live in Broadview Heights, OH with their two children.  Chris is an IT Architect at 
Medical Mutual, but he continues performing wedding gigs and various jazz performances with players like Bobby Selvaggio and Mark Russo.


